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Lunch at Sudden Valley Biv -see Falling Mountain trip
report

The  CHRISTCHURCH  TRAMPING  CLUB
has members of all ages, and runs tramping
trips  every  weekend,  ranging  from  easy
(minimal experience required) to hard (high
fitness  and  experience  required).  We  also
organise  instructional  courses  and  hold
weekly social meetings. We have a club hut
in Arthurs Pass and have gear available for
hire to members. Membership rates per year
are $45 member, $65 couple, $20 junior or
associate, plus $15 for members who opt to
obtain a paper newsletter. 

For more about how the club operates, see
the last two pages. 

News
Formal Notice of the Annual General Meeting of the CTC :

A warm welcome is issued to all members to attend the clubs AGM on 28th April at the
club rooms on Waltham Road. 

Come along and provide your support to the existing committee members as they present
the annual report of the clubs current status. If you wish to raise any formal business for
the consideration of all the membership please send in it writing to;

secretaryatctc@gmail.com 

The club always requires the support and a wide range of knowledgeable input from keen
trampers willing to go on the committee, so consider volunteering to help out. With that
thought in mind I look forward to seeing you all on the 28th April. 

Club President Chris McGimpsey 
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Calendar of trips and Social Events
Trips: Unless otherwise stated, club trips depart either from 'Z' Carlton Corner Service
Station (formerly Shell) at 1 Papanui Road (next to Liquor Land and opposite Derby Street)
or from 'Z' Russley (formerly Caltex) on the corner of Russley Road and Yaldhurst Rd.  If
the departure point is not specified in the trip schedule, you may assume it's 'Z' Carlton.
Day trips usually depart at 8 am on Saturday or Sunday. Weekend trips may leave on
either Friday evening or Saturday morning. 

New or prospective members intending to go on any trip must sign up at club night or
contact the trip leader in advance.

Social: We meet on Wednesdays 7:30 pm at the CMLC (Canterbury Mineral & Lapidary
Club) building at 110 Waltham Road, Waltham. This new building, beside and on the south
side  of  Waltham  School,  is  about  100m  south  of  the  Brougham  St/Waltham  Rd
intersection. Waltham Road is the southern extension of Barbadoes Street. A variety of
social functions are organised, the atmosphere is informal, and tea and biscuits served.  If
you can give a presentation or have ideas, please phone John West 0212302536 or email
john_a_west@outlook.com. Please note  that  formalities  start  at  7:50  pm sharp,  and if
there is a guest speaker, he/she will start at 8 pm sharp.

Our Club Hut: In the Arthur’s Pass township, with all the comforts of home including real
showers and inside flushing loos (BYO toilet paper!), but with the mountains at the back
door. A great place for a few days away; take your usual gear and a pillowcase. Please
book and pay before leaving town; the club bank account number is 38-9017-0279838-00
(Kiwibank/Christchurch Tramping Club). Include your name and the words hut fees in the
particulars/code/reference fields.  Phone Steve Bruerton  322-6196 for  booking and key
code; or if he’s away, Chris McGimpsey 027 6573070; or if they’re both away, Rex Vink
3525329. Hut fees are $15 member, $15 member's partner,  $25 non-member, $5 kids
under  12.  If  you  find  any  problems  or  maintenance  required,  please  contact  the  hut
convenor, Steve Bruerton.

Equipment Hire:  The Club has a range of
equipment  for  hire.  The  Gear  Custodian  is
Barney  Stephenson,  ph.  027  358  3281  .
Note:  club  gear  assigned  to  you  is  your
responsibility; please take care of it.  Please
put tents inside your pack. Tents attached to
the  outside  of  your  pack  can  be  easily
punctured when bush bashing or even lost.
This  may  result  in  serious damage to  your
bank account! Please air and dry tents after
taking  them on  a  trip  even  if  they  are  not
used,  and  report  any  damage  to  the  gear
custodian.

Rates for Gear Hire:

Tent $3/person/night

Ice axes, crampons $4 per item per
weekend

Harnesses, snow shovel $4 per weekend

Large/small weekend 
packs

$2 per weekend

Helmets Free

Personal locator beacons Free
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Multi day trip 2-7 April 
Departure point: To be confirmed

Leader: Barry Watson 021668895
bazzaman7@gmail.com

Gillespie Pass Circuit and More (Easter) :  Nestled among the
awesome Mt Aspiring National Park is the Gillespie Pass Circuit
and surrounding area. The plan for the trip is to extend our four
days off over Easter by two days so we can complete the below
alpine  adventure  and  enable  us  to  explore  more  than  usually
possible in the time available. Whether we extend it by two days
just  before Easter,  (Wed/Thurs) or  straight  after,  (Tue/Wed) will
depend on the weather  closer  to  the time.  So flexibility  will  be
required in getting two extra days off over Easter. The approx cost
of $240 covers the helicopter and petrol for cars. Accommodation
in Tekapo en route south, and DOC huts and/or campsite fees are
additional. Our plan for the six days is... Day 0: Drive south late
afternoon the night prior and stay at or near Tekapo. Day 1: Drive
to Makarora, get helicopter to within 3km of Top Forks Hut (saving
us about 1.5 days of walking) and then walk up to and camp at
Lucidus Lake. Day 2: Explore around the Lake and head towards
the waterfall by Rabbit Pass as a day walk and then come back
and stay at Top Forks Hut. Day 3: Walk to Kerin Forks Hut via
Jumboland and stay there the night. Day 4: Walk to Crucible Lake
and camp in the forest. Day 5: Walk over Gillespie Pass and camp
at the  tent  site  beyond Young Hut.  Day 6:  Walk  out  and drive
home. It’s  important  you have a tent  and appropriate overnight
gear  for  this  cooler  time  of  year,  and  that  you  have  been  on
tramps where you have walked for 6-8hrs for several consecutive
days. You should also comfortable climbing up and down steeper
terrain where necessary. UPDATE: I’ve increased the max trip size
now to 20. However please note this will be made up of 2 x groups
of 10 people leaving a day apart from each other. Please let me
know if you have any questions.

Grade: Moderate at
easy pace

2021-03-31

Map:  

Approx: $240 for 
helicopter 
and car 

Saturday 3 April 
Departure point: Z Papanui

Leader: Michael Newlove 021-1685716
newmike@slingshot.co.nz

Mt Grey/Maukatere: 

This is one of the most accessible bumps in the northern foothills
and makes a popular easy/moderate trip. We will  start from the
Grey River picnic area and take the Mt Grey Track which climbs
steadily  through  native  bush,  before  opening  out  onto  tussock
slopes leading to the trig on the summit of Mt Grey ( 934m ). 

Great views from the summit. Return to the Lake Janet picnic area
via the lookout. Around 600m height gain. 

The trip requires a car shuffle.

Grade: Easy/Mod

Closes 2 April 2021

Map:  BV23 
Virginia

Approx cost: $15

− 3 −



Saturday 10 April 
Departure point: Z Papanui

Leader: Michael Hammond 021 0841
4764 mbahammond@hotmail.com

Mount  Herbert:  Right  across  the  Harbour  above  Diamond
Harbour is Mt Herbert, the highest point on Banks Peninsula. A
steady climb up a well formed track with great views all the way
up. At the top, 360 deg panoramic views make the trip worthwhile.
After returning to the cars,  we can head to a cafe in Diamond
Harbour for the usual post tramp activities. 

Grade:Easy/
Moderate

Closes 9 April 2021

Map:BX24 
Christchurc
h 

Approx cost: $10

Saturday 17 April 
Departure point: Z Papanui

Leader: Michael Newlove 021-1685716
newmike@slingshot.co.nz

Leith Hill: A nice round trip in the Craigieburn area, starting from
the car park in Castle Hill Village, crossing the Thomas River and
following the Leith Hill loop track. The track ambles up an easy
spur, over two small streams, up to the bowl, a depression in the
hillside. From there, follow an unmarked ridge to the summit of
Leith Hill ( 1384m ). Great views of surrounding area. The return
trip  will  follow  the  ridge,  rejoin  the  Leith  Hill  loop  track  down
through beech forest, and then the Terrace Link Track back to the
car park. Around 600m height gain. 

Grade:Easy/
Moderate

Closes 16 April 2021

Map: BW21 - 
Springfield 

Approx cost: $20

Weekend 17-18 April 
Departure point: Z (formerly Caltex) Russley

Leader: Gort Stephan 02040854415
gortstep@yahoo.com

5 passes near Arthurs Pass NP:  A variation of  the  classic  3
passes trip without  transport  hassle.  The plan is to drive up to
Klondyke Corner Friday night, walk (in the dark) to Anti Crow Hut
for the night. Do the Three passes Saturday and camp at Lake
Browning.  Early  start  on  Sunday  to  return  via  Pope  Pass  and
Harman Pass. Both days will be quite long at a reasonable pace.
The trip is only going in very good weather conditions. 

Grade:Moderate/
Hard

Closes 14 April 2021

Map: BV20 Otira 

Approx cost: $30-
40

Sunday 18 April 
Departure point: Z Papanui - 7AM

Leader: Michal Klajban 020 4196 3548
michal.klajban@gmail.com

Travers Peak to Trovatore:  Note the earlier start time.

This is a classic Lewis Pass trip. Parking at Deer Valley campsite,
going  up  to  Travers  Peak  via  Foleys  Track.  Dropping  down to
tarns at around 1500m before climbing up to Trovatore. Following
a  flat  ridge  to  pt1755  from  where  we’ll  take  a  scree  down  to
Maruia River. Back via Rolleston track. Stunning views across the
Maruia River basin and Lewis Pass ridges. Moderate pace, circa
15 km, 1300m up so a moderate trip. Reasonably long day. You
need to be comfortable with scree running.

Grade:Moderate/
Hard

18 April 2021

Map: BT23 Lewis
Pass 

Approx cost: $40
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Saturday 24 April 
Departure point: Z Papanui

Leader: Michael Newlove 021-1685716
newmike@slingshot.co.nz

Okuti Valley To Hilltop Return - Okuti Track:  The trip will start
by  going  through  the  Okuti  Valley  Scenic  Reserve,  small  but
significant for having one of the last stands of original podocarp
forest left  on Banks Peninsula. From the reserve, it is a steady
uphill climb, following a 4WD track through farmland to a saddle
just below French Hill. The saddle offers amazing views towards
Kaitorete Spit and further west towards Mt Sinclair on the Summit
Walkway.  The track then descends gently towards its end near
Hilltop. After a lunch break, we will check out the large totara tree
in Montgomery Park before returning the same way. The track is
well  marked,  making it  an easier  end of  easy/moderate  tramp.
Return trip 18kms. 500m height gain.

Grade:Easy/
Moderate

Closes 23 April 2021

Map: BY24 
Birdlings 
Flat

Approx cost: $15

Weekend 24-25 April 
Departure point: Z (formerly Caltex) Russley

Leader: Symon Holmes 021 257 2720
symon_gnome@yahoo.co.nz

Potts Hut  - Clearwater Lakes area: 

Following the Potts River from the Hakatere Potts Road we will
follow the Te Araroa trail to Mystery Lake then we will climb up and
follow the Dogs Range to the Potts Hut. We will return the next
day with the option to just follow the river back to the car if the
weather is nice.

Grade:Easy/
Moderate

Closes 23 April 2021

Map: BX18 Lake 
Clearwater 

Approx cost: $35

Wednesday 28 April Social

Club Annual General Meeting: 

A warm welcome is issued to all members to attend the club’s AGM on 28th April at the
club rooms on Waltham Road.  Come along and provide your support  to the existing
committee members as they present the annual report of the club’s current status. If you
wish to raise any formal business for the consideration of all  the membership please
send in it writing to; secretaryatctc@gmail.com 

The club always requires the support and a wide range of knowledgeable input from keen
trampers willing to go on the committee, so consider volunteering to help out. With that
thought in mind I look forward to seeing you all on the 28th April. 

Club President Chris McGimpsey 
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Multi day trip 4-9 May 
Departure point: Z Papanui

Leader: Tomyu Hu 3433 887
tomyuhu@gmail.com

Milford Track : The official Milford Track season ends on 30 April.
After this date the cost of huts are reduced and you can skip huts
if you wish. Plan is: Day 1 Tuesday 4 May, Drive Christchurch to
Te Anau; Day 2 Travel to start of Milford Track and walk to the
second hut (new) Mintaro Hut; Day 3, Spare day at Mintaro Hut in
case the weather is bad and there is no view from MacKinnon
Pass or short day trip to MacKinnon Pass to see the view. Keen
people can climb Mt Hart and descend to Lake Quill the source of
Sutherland Falls. Day 4, Walk to Dumpling Hut the third hut; Day
5, Walk out to Sandfly Point for pick up and return to Te Anau; Day
6 Sunday 9 May, Drive back to Christchurch. Total 54 kilometers
and 1000 meters height gain over 4 days. 

On a fine day the view from Mackinnon Pass, the highest point of
the  Milford  Track  is  better  than  the  photos,  view  the  highest
waterfall  in  New  Zealand,  there  is  a  possibility  of  rain  and
sandflies are guaranteed. 

Costs  will  be  petrol  costs  for  the  car  drivers,  x2  nights
accommodation in Te Anau, $199 transport costs from Te Anau to
Milford Track return which includes two boat  trips and two bus
trips, Huts at $15/ night. 

Best to budget approximately $450 door to door. 

It is your responsibility to contact Track Net in Te Anau to book
your  Milford  Track  transport  and  to  book  your  own  Te  Anau
accommodation. Email: res@tracknet.net or Phone: 0800 483 262
Website:  https://www.tracknet.net/tracks/milfordWinter  You  may
choose where to stay in Te Anau. However Track Net is operated
by Te Anau Lake View Holiday Park so the Milford Track transport
leaves from Te Anau Lake View Holiday Park. They have a full
range  of  accommodation  for  all  budgets  from camping  to  high
quality  motel  units.  their  website  is  here:
https://teanauholidaypark.co.nz/ 

Grade:Easy/
Moderate

Closes 20 April 2021

Map: CB08 
Homer 
Saddle

Approx: $450

Weekend 29-30 May 
Departure point: Z Papanui

Leader: Symon Holmes 021 257 2720
symon_gnome@yahoo.co.nz

Tarn Hut - Youngman Hut Loop in Lees Valley: 

Moderate at a slow pace. May almost be easy-moderate. From
the Lees Valley we will follow the track up the ridge following an
old 4WD track to the 4 bunk Tarn Hut. The next day we will follow
the  poled  route  down  to  the  Youngman  Hut  and  follow  the
Youngman stream track back to the cars. Note there is a crossing
of the Ashley River on the second day. 

Grade: Moderate

Closes 28 May 2021

Map: BV22 
Dampier 
Corner 
BW22 
Oxford 

Approx cost: $20
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Long Weekend 3-7 September 
Departure point: Christchurch Airport

Leader: Bill Johnson 027 422 2274
bill@billjohnson.nz

Winter  Ascent  of  Mt  Taranaki:  This  is  a  winter  ascent  of  Mt
Taranaki. We’ll fly from Christchurch to Wellington on Fri Sept 3
then hire a car or van to Mt Taranaki, Dawson Falls Carpark. Mt
Taranaki in winter is often hard ice so you will need proper boots
and crampons capable of front pointing with 2 tools, harness and
helmet required. Ropes, harnesses, snow stakes, ice screws may
be  involved.  Depending  on  the  weather  we’ll  either  climb  to
Kapuni Lodge or Syme Hut for a summit attempt the following day.
This is basically a day trip,  but  the extra days are to  allow for
weather.  From  the  carpark  to  Kapuni  Lodge  is  about  600m
elevation gain, Kapuni to Syme is about 550m gain and Syme to
the  summit  is  another  550m.  The  flights  on  Jetstar  are  still
reasonably cheap - $140 round trip with a 20kg bag and 7kg carry
on.

Grade: Hard

Closes 1 Sept 2021

Map: BJ29 Mount
Taranaki or 
Mount 
Egmont 

Costs: Flights, 
$25/night 
Kapuni 
Lodge, 
5/night 
Syme Hut 
Hut

Trip Reports

21 February 2021

Mt Bealey loop via Rough Creek

Nine early birds met at Z Russley at 7am from where we drove to Arthur’s Pass Village.
We parked at a wee car park at the end of Mount Bealey Road and off we went to battle a
steep  hill.  Somewhere  in  the  middle  of  this  initial  steep  and  bushy  part  most  of  us
appreciated the early start  as the sun was already up,  shining harshly  on our  sweaty
backs. This track was vaguely marked but easy to follow. We took a decent break on the
bushline and started ascending on an unmarked but well-trodden track. Occasional rock
cairns  showed us  the  way.  At  pt1760 we met  Lea,  a  prospective  member  who didn’t
manage to get to the trip as there were limited numbers but he decided to go up anyway.
Great to see so much enthusiasm! 

We took a lunch break and most of the participants left their packs there and went up to Mt
Bealey without packs. From Mt Bealey, we got really good views over the whole national
park. What a lucky man I am to live so close to such a beauty! On the way back we took a
scree from pt1760. Kate and James decided to go back the same way. 

The scree slope was quite steep so we divided into 2 groups. The first group led by Alan
went down, all members close to each other to mitigate the risk of getting hit by rolling
rocks. 10 minutes later my group followed. The scree was really good between 1700m and
cca 1400m contour. After that, the size of gravel increased to the state that it was not good
for scree running at all. Facing that, you could either keep diverting to the slopes on the TL
where the scree was looking OK or take a well visible track on the slope in TR at around
1300m contour. I took the TR option and it was quite pleasant actually. 

We took another shortish break and after that, we finally went down to Rough Creek. The
progress was quite slow. The creek had some huge boulders we had to climb and slide
across. I had a lot of fun there and I’m sure that the rest of the group too! There are a few
rock cairns showing where it’s better to take a shortcut through the bush. Alan, Lea and
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myself had a couple of dips which were super refreshing during this hot day! It took us
perhaps 1.5h to get back to our cars. 

Overall it was a great tramp, thanks everyone for coming over. 

Rough stats: 7 km, 1200m up, 6h 30min 

Participants: Michal Klajban (leader, scribe, photos, GPX), Daniel Cordes, Grant Barrie,
Shana Dooley, Byron Harvey, Eilish Maddock, James Atlas, Alan Ross, Kate Taylor 

27-28 February 2021

Falling Mountain via Amber Col and Sudden Valley

A trip along this route, intended for the weekend of 23-24 January to be led by Eric Skea,
was cancelled on account of a bad weather forecast near the main divide. Eric wasn’t
available for this new trip, so Lorraine took over as leader. 

Day 1: Hawdon Shelter to Amber Col basin via Hawdon River and Walker Pass --
15.6 km and 1000 m total ascent over 7 hours and 15 minutes 

We departed from Christchurch a bit after 8 am and were on our way from Hawdon Shelter
by 9:45 am in warm, windless and partly cloudy conditions. 

In 80 minutes we covered nearly six kilometres to East Hawdon Stream where we paused
for a quarter of an hour in the shade of a small beech tree to regather, drink from the
stream and have a snack. 

Forty minutes after leaving East Hawdon Stream we passed the remnant piles of the old
Hawdon Hut, which burnt down in June 2005. At 12:20 pm we arrived at the replacement
hut,  another  kilometre  up  the  valley,  just  past  the  confluence  of  Hawdon  River  and
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Discovery Stream. To get away from the sand flies we sat inside the hut and ate our lunch
over 40 minutes, taking in the view up the Hawdon River towards Trudge Col and Rugged
Peak. 

We left Hawdon Hut right on 1 pm, crossed Twin Falls Stream a few minutes later and
started the 200-metre climb to the hanging valley above Twin Falls, where we regathered
over about 15 minutes. 

The next  40 minutes  was easy travel  for  1.6  kilometres  up the  gradual  incline of  the
hanging valley to Walker Pass tarn, which is the source of Twin Falls Stream. 

Another break (10 minutes this time) and we were on our way over Walker Pass (1095 m),
and then descended 50 metres, with a short scrub bash, to the rocky bed of the Otehake
River  East  Branch,  which  we  reached  just  before  3  pm,  having  covered  nearly  13
kilometres from the cars in just over five hours. 

After turning sharply left (to the south east), the remainder of the day was a two-hour climb
up the Otehake East Branch over 2.7 kilometres, gaining nearly 500 metres, to a basin just
below Amber Col. The first couple of kilometres was enjoyable boulder hopping, mostly
through a narrow gorge bordered by greywacke and flaky argillite. 

At  about  4:20 pm and just  below the 1400-meter contour,  Markus,  who was a twenty
metres or so ahead, turned to me and pointed to my right. I thought he was indicating a
better route around a large boulder, but as I got closer I could hear him telling me that
there was a pīwauwau/rock wren on the other side of that boulder. I managed to get a few
photos, but my Olympus TG3 does not have a great zoom. Markus got at least one much
better photo. Later I learnt that all of the others (except Max, who had scuttled off ahead)
also saw the bird further down the stream as they ascended. 

The last 100 metres, up over the lip of the basin, was much steeper, initially up a grassy
slope on the true right  of  the stream, then crossing over precipitous, bony scree to a
narrow ridge that led to the beautiful fellfields below Amber Col. There were plenty of nice,
flat tenting spots. Lorraine, Bett and Chris grabbed the lower ones while the other four of
us found more widely dispersed sites a bit higher up. 

Once  the  tents  had  been  pitched  and  people  changed  into  their  eveningwear,  we
congregated at the lower tent site for soup/coffee/tea and bikkies, leading seamlessly into
dinner. While I sat waiting for water to boil I took some macro photographs (which the TG3
is good at) of some of the myriad stunning little alpine plants. 

It was a lovely, warm and windless evening, even at an altitude of about 1550 m. By 7 pm
the sun, setting behind us, was lighting up the tussock and pink greywacke to the east,
especially the impressive buttresses of Pt 1742 m on the other opposite of Walker Pass. 

By 8 pm, dinner had been consumed and we “up-landers” headed in the direction of our
tents. On the way, Markus and I compared notes and decided to dispose of excess liquid
medicinal  supplies we had brought.  It  turned out  that  Geoff  had also brought  a  small
volume of medicinal liquid, so the three of us sat outside my tent for half an hour in the
comfortable twilight air, guessing (with reasonable accuracy) the names of the peaks to the
east and watching the last glints of pinkness in the distance. To the northeast we could see
a hovering globe of pink, which we guessed to be sunlight scattering off a localized light
shower. 

We hit the sack about 8:30 pm. The night was warm with bright moonlight, despite general
cloud cover. There were a couple of showers about 11 pm, but the forecast moderate rain
did not eventuate and the tents were dry in the morning. 
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Day 2: Falling Mountain excursion -- 2.5 km and 420 m total ascent over 1 hour and
35 minutes 

Max and  Geoff  had  expressed  a  keenness to  climb  Falling  Mountain  in  the  morning.
Markus and I were less enthusiastic and the other three had said definitely no (though
Chris later expressed lingering regrets). At 6 am, and feeling re-energised while lying in my
sleeping bag, I decided that I definitely would go. I got up at 6:30 am to see a light on in
Geoff’s tent and to find Max already coming over to see me. Markus also came over, but
said he had decided to have a lazy morning having climbed Falling Mountain before. So
Max, Geoff and I headed off at about 7:20 am. (Actually Max headed off bit earlier and
parked  himself  on  an  outcrop  above  us,  waiting  for  Geoff  and  me  to  get  ourselves
organised.) 

We climbed 140 metres to an unnamed saddle, north of  Amber Col,  that  separates a
rubble-filled basin to the west from our much more comfortable tenting basin, and which
provides views across the head of the Edwards River to Mt Oates. 

From the saddle, we tuned sharply right and up a ridge that curls anti-clockwise to Falling
Mountain summit.  Max scurried on ahead (as usual)  but  then backed off  a bit  due to
exposure  on  the  eastern  side.  That  exposure  was  intimidating,  but  gave us  fantastic,
down-looking views of the tents 200 metres below us. 

By 8 am we had climbed 280 metres above our  tents.  The sun had risen above the
mountains to the east, and the low-level cloud was scattering the sunlight to form beautiful
dappled patterns on Mt Oates to our west. To the east we could see Walker Pass and its
tarn 800 metres below us. 

We reached falling Mountain summit (1901 m) in just over an hour, having climbed 400
metres over 1.4 kilometres from our tents. Falling Mountain’s name derives from its partial
collapse during the magnitude 7.1 Arthurs Pass earthquake of 9 March 1929, when the
north-western face subsided onto Taruahuna Pass. The landslide splashed a good way up
the  flanks  of  Mt  Franklin  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  valley  and  then  slid  about  five
kilometres down the west branch of the Otehake River. Approaching a century later, the
scar is hardly repaired. It’s a scene I have viewed before from below, but it’s even more
impressive from above. 

To the south we were looking directly along the valley of Edwards River, with Mt Williams
standing as a sentinel on its right flank. 

As we had ascended, the clouds were getting lower with an increasing feel of impending
rain (that never actually eventuated). It was nearly 8:30 am when we headed down, taking
a short-cut by running down the scree directly from the summit and crossing the boulder
basin and the saddle, back to our camping basin.

Day 2: Amber Col basin to Hawdon Shelter via Sudden Valley: 14.3 km and 510 m
total ascent over 7 hours and 20 minutes 

It took us just 25 minutes to get back from Falling Mountain to our tents, but by that time all
of the others were on their way up to Amber Col. 15 minutes later, we had disassemble our
tents, packed up, and we were after them. A 10-minute, 80-metre climb got us to Amber
Col from where we could see our intended route stretching along the main ridge of the
Polar Range as far as Mt Scott. 

We turned left at the col and started a strenuous climb up to Pt 1828 m, initially on steep,
loose scree, then scrambling, hands-on, up even steeper crumbly greywacke – probably
the most technically challenging and dangerous part of the trip. 
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Edwards river and Mt Williams (1718m) from Falling Mountain

Past Pt 1828 m, and high above the basin of the north branch of Discovery Stream, we
traversed a narrow ridge that, from a distance, had looked rather intimidating, but was
actually  quite  straightforward.  Then  on  to  much  easier  territory,  over  Pt  1939  m (the
highest point of our trip) and on to a col between Pt 1876 m and Mt Scott (2009 m), which I
reached at 11:25 am, a bit after Max and Markus and a bit before the others. 

At the col we paused to look back along our route to Falling Mountain, and down the scree
slope in front of us to Sudden Valley. 

We took ten minutes at the top of the scree to regather, have a snack and drink some
water. Then down we went to Sudden Valley Stream. The first half of the descent was on
pretty good scree, but from there on it was pretty crappy – larger rocks and consolidated
sandy clay -- very hard on my arthritic knees. I caught up with the leaders at 12:10 pm,
having descended 530 metres in half an hour. Ten minutes later we had all arrived and
proceeded on down the stream to Sudden Valley Biv, were we ate lunch. 

We left the biv just before 2 pm, heading down Sudden Valley Stream, around Barrier Falls
and over Hawdon River, arriving at Hawdon Shelter at 4:40 pm. After getting changed and
chatting about sand flies with a couple of campers, we headed off back to Christchurch
with the requisite stop at Sheffield Pub. 
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This was a fairly challenging, but thoroughly satisfying trip. The weather was pleasant, the
company congenial and the environment spectacular. Thanks to Lorraine for leading, to
Bett and Chris for driving, and to everyone for their camaraderie. 

Participants  were  Lorraine  Poole  (leader),  Bett  Koch,  Chris  McGimpsey,  Geoff
Sugden, Markus Milne, Max De Lacey and Bryce Williamson. 

Topomap data is Crown Copyright Reserved. 

13-14 March 2021

Crooked Spur Hut

Chris put together this trip especially for those who had been on the two river crossing
courses that the CTC ran this year. The sales pitch for this trip was “A good chance to put
your river crossing skills into practise with 16 – 21 crossings of Bush Stream on the 5 hour
walk into the historical Crooked Spur hut on Saturday.” 

Getting ready to leave. You can more or less see our destination in the distance.

Crooked  Spur  Hut  is  in  Te  Kahui  Kaupeka  Conservation  Park,  close  to  where  the

− 12 −



Brabazon Range meets the Two Thumb Range. The approach is up Bush Stream, which is
fed by streams off the Two Thumb, Sinclair, and Brabazon Ranges, the track being a part
of the Te Araroa Walkway. It starts a bit beyond Mesopotamia, well up the Rangitata River
and on roads that push my poor little car to its limit. The car is happier on sealed roads,
and the bottom of the car suffered a bit of gravel rash on the drive in. We encountered a
very large mob of sheep in a narrow section of the road and had to pull over for a while to
let them pass. That didn’t delay us very long, though, and about three hours after leaving
Christchurch we were walking up Bush Stream. 

Crossing Bush Stream

It  was  a  cloudless  day  but  not  too  warm  as  we  set  off;  this  walk  being  somewhat
remarkable as you can almost see the destination ahead as soon as you start walking; the
hut  is  in  a  straight  line from the car  park.  We soon encountered the first  of  the river
crossings, and it was a good refresher of the learnings from the courses we had attended
recently. There were plenty of places to cross, and although the stream was up a bit from
the rain a few days earlier there was nothing too difficult. We crossed singly or in teams of
various sizes, depending on the conditions at each crossing. Bush stream is rather rocky
and the rocks are very slippery, quite different to conditions in the Waimakariri where the
training was done. That just adds to the fun though, and everybody got the hang of it
quickly. As we encountered various features in the stream Chris pointed out what to look
for and how it affected the flow, so the learning continued as we progressed. 

There is a tricky little gorge close to where the track heads up the hill to the hut – you can
tell it’s trick because there is a bypass track over the hill. As we crossed going into the
gorge, Isabel and Dharminder slipped and went down into the water, recovered nicely, but
there  was  an  unfortunate  casualty  –  one  of  their  trekking  poles  failed  to  resurface.
Searchers spread out down the stream looking for the pole, to no avail. The pole was
gone, presumed to be drowned in the stream, never to be seen again. The search was
abandoned and we resumed the attempt on the gorge. 

Not much further along there was another crossing that looked a bit gnarly. I thought that I
might manage it, just, but I didn’t fancy my chances of getting Helen across. Chris and
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Josh had a go, and same it, but it definitely looked a bit sketchy, and looking at the faces
on my side of the stream I could see whatever enthusiasm there had been evaporation
rapidly – nobody wanted to join the pole in its watery fate. When Chris and Josh started
coming back across the stream it was confirmed that the gorge was a no-go area. 

The hill wasn’t looking too good where we were, so we decided to see if we could find the
official track marker. It was a fair way back, a large orange triangle in a dense stand of
matagouri and other scratchy scrub. Generally you’d expect a track mark to make the start
of a track, but this one only had some vague track that looked like they’d been made by
animals and wandered off in all directions. Pretty soon we had a dozen trampers spread
out all over the place, but fortunately one group managed to find the correct track and we
were all within shouting distance of each other, so we managed to regroup and continue
over the bypass track together. 

The bypass track went up the hill and back down to the stream, linking up the the track up
Crooked Spur to the hut. Just one more crossing and a 300m climb to the hut, and we
were done for the day. It was a long day, about seven and a half hours, slightly longer than
the expected five hours. 

Dinner time at the campsite

Byron  and  Daniel  had  gone  ahead  to  do  some  exploring  beyond  the  hut  and  were
wondering why it was taking us so long to get there. We set up camp in the old horse
paddock near the hut and soon were getting stuck into a well-earned dinner. It was still a
warm day and we sat around chatting until after sunset. 
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Crooked Spur hut in the early morning light.

After a calm and reasonably warm night we woke to find that the tent was completely dry –
no dew at all. It was still quite dark, but Helen and I were hungry and although it was only
quarter to seven, we though that would give us plenty of time for a relaxed departure at
eight thirty. So we breakfasted and watched the dawn slowly starting to light up behind the
distant mountains. Presently Josh emerged from his tent, but he was the only one up so
far. I remarked that people were sleeping rather late for an eight thirty start, whereupon he
remarked that it was only quarter to seven. That prompted me to start up the GPS to ask
the satellites for the time, and it turned out that that my watch was running an hour fast.
Exactly an hour!. But it’s my dad’s old wind-up watch, fifty years old if it’s a day – how does
that have a technology fail? It was correct when we left home – I’d certainly have noticed if
we were leaving home an hour late. And at afternoon teas it was correct – I checked the
time on the photo I took. But I remembered arriving at the hut at seven thirty, not six thirty.
So somewhere between afternoon tea and arriving the at the hut the watch jumped an
hour ahead. That’s really weird – must be a poltergeist at work there. 

Well, I had an extra hour to play with now. What better to do than to whizz up the hill
behind the hut to see the sunrise? From the hut it’s possible to see only the tops of the
Two Thumb Range, but a few minutes up the hill the view is much more expansive. So I
went up and shot some photos but because I had no idea when the sun would come up
over the hills I I got bored and returned to the camp. A couple of minutes later the tops
were glowing orange, and I grabbed the camera and hurtled top-speed up the hill again. It
was worth the effort, I was just in time to get some fantastic photos. 

After all that, we missed the departure time, but there was no rush. Back at the stream
Chris checked the marker he’d left the day before; the stream was down by about 10 cm.
Good enough for an attempt on the gorge, he reckoned. Who’s up for a soaking? It turned
out that most of the team were, but a few preferred the walk over the hill. I felt I didn’t need
to prove that I could negotiate the gorge, and besides, the photo opportunities up the hill
were a lot better. So we split into two teams – the Gorge-ous Team and the Hilly Bush
Bashers. I figured that because we were following a proper track we would find out where
we went wrong the first time, but alas! As we neared the bottom the track turned into a
matagouri-infested pile of scrub with a sprinkling of bush lawyer and some vague goat-
tracks. We ended up pretty much in the same mess as on the way in. 

Once we exited the scrub onto the riverbed we joined the advance guard of the Gorgeous-
Team who had gone ahead to scout out the stream and warn of any potentially impassable
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sections. The rest of the team arrived soon after, with tales of deep cold water and floating
downstream. Shame I missed that, but I had the photos I wanted, and was my choice.
From there it was just a straightforward stroll back down Bush Stream to the cars with the
expected large number of  river  crossings on the way.  But  unexpectedly  we found the
missing and presumed drowned trekking pole stuck in the middle of the stream, wedged
between two rocks and just begging to be rescued. A salvage operation was started and
the pole was successfully retrieved, none the worse for its dunking and overnight stay in
the stream.

Route Map

On the way home we stopped at an interesting café in Mayfield for refreshments. It’s been
open for  only  a  few weeks  and seemed somewhat  disorganised,  but  the  owners  are
finding their feet and hopefully will make a success of it. It broke up the return trip nicely,
and we arrived in Christchurch in time for dinner at a reasonable hour. Thanks to Chris for
organising  this  excellent  trip;  it’s  certainly  boosted my level  of  confidence  in  crossing
rivers. 

Trip statistics 

Day  One Distance  Walked:  14.1  km  Min  Elevation:  520  m  Max  Elevation:  1034  m
Elevation gain: 1156 m Elevation loss: 643 m Average speed: 1.91 km/h Average moving
speed: 2.9 km/h Total moving time: 4h 51m Total stopped time: 2h 29m 

Day  Two Distance  Walked:  12.0  km  Min  Elevation:  517  m  Max  Elevation:  1034  m
Elevation gain: 344 m Elevation loss: 855 m Average speed: 2.18 km/h Average moving
speed: 3.57 km/h Total moving time: 3h 21m Total stopped time: 2h 08m 

For more info on the Christchurch Tramping Club visit https://ctc.org.nz/ 

Participants: Chris McGimpsey (Leader), Isabel Lutz, Byron Harvey, Belinda Hamlin, Josh
Sokolov  Pearson,  Sheryle  Wootton,  Alla  Joutovsky,  Helen Ryan,  Daniel  Cordes,  Mary
Ogburn, Roxanne Brassington, Murray Gifford, Dharminder Singh, John Kerkhofs (scribe
& photographer) 
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20-21 March 2021

Introduction to West Coast tramping. Walk into Frew Hut on
the Whitcombe River

Weekend 20 and 21 March, fantastic weather forecast, what to do? I had options for two
trips, Bill’s social drink red wine and eat barbeque while immersed in the Otehake hot
pools together with the sandflies and fabulous company, or go on Alan’s “Introduction to
West Coast tramping”. Tough call, while the hot pool delights were tempting, tramping the
major west coast rivers from the main divide was new to me and mental images of huge
boulders,  slippery  rocks,  possible  immersions in  raging  torrents,  painful  scrub bashes,
steep and scary bits and lots and lots of sand flies needed to be faced. So I joined Alan
and 8 other lovely people to go to Frew Hut. 

We  left  Christchurch  4.00  pm  on  Friday,  arriving  Hokitika  in  time  for  a  substantial
“Stumpers” dinner and beer to pre-load on carbs, fat, protein and liquids. Then off to the
confined  cabin  and  sleepless  listening  to  others’  snores  and  farts.  My  light  tent  was
definitely staying in the pack for use Saturday night. 

We got up to a strange overcast and subsequently drizzly morning, and headed off at 8.00
and started walking in light and warm rain around 9.00 am. An easy 4WD plod took us to
the river and the locked cable way, then an easy track up to the DoC Cableway, the only
way over to the other side for us other than a very cold and dodgy swim. The rain had
stopped and the sun was beginning to shine. Winding over the Cableway provided the first
lesson – working the winders, fastening and climbing into the bin, clipping the chain, then
enjoying the ride – gravity first, others winding the handles to the platform and a hopefully
elegant bin exit without falling over the side and down the gap. A lever which looked as
though it clips on the cable so you can pull on it and then slide it along for the next pull was
provided for solo crossings. Apparently the solo procedure is hard work and getting stuck
in the middle with the sandflies would be a bit uncomfortable and quite dodgy. Once all ten
over, more easy tramping to Rapid Creek Hut for a quick scroggin stop in the sun and
sandflies. 

More easy walking after the hut to Rapid Creek, where we split into two five people parties.
One led by Markus did some chopping on the track up the spur to Miserable Ridge, and us
less energetic people crossed the Creek and continued on to Frew Hut. The swing bridge
was flood damaged, so we linked up and forded as it was reasonably rapid and deep with
one or two slippery boulders underfoot. 

On the way, Tina’s boot started to fall apart and she was enduring flappy toe, so we had to
do some first aid consisting of two cable ties and some duct tape. The duct tape lasted to
Frew Hut,  the cable ties for the whole trip.  Delamination of boot soles seems to be a
common  issue,  and  at  best  can  screw  a  trip  up  and  at  worst  lead  to  substantial
difficulties....... Lots to think about here when purchasing and looking after footwear, and
adding some cable ties to your first aid kit is a really good idea. 
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Crossing the Hokitika River by cableway.

After the Creek, the easy tramping changed to enjoyable boulder hopping along the river
edge,fantastic friction with most rocks firmly embedded. At Collier Gorge the rocks turned
into huge boulders and progress slowed as we had to skirt, jump, slither and periodically
climb  and  cross  drops.  The  dry  rock  and  good  grip  enabled  (for  me)  enthusiastic
petrifaction-free progression. As we got into the gorge the track went into the steep sided
forest  and  climbed  up  and  around,  some  parts  were  a  bit  slippery  needing  care  but
involved nothing desperate. Then to the swing bridge 20 or so metres above the turbulent
and rapid river below. DoC have recently fixed a wire mesh basket around it which made it
a less intimidating crossing. Getting off on the other side involved climbing down a ladder
and a wet and slightly slippery rock step. 

Then it was another 2 km to the hut, boulder hopping to start with followed by a pleasant
track which we lost at Torn Creek because following the river seemed easy. A track marker
took us to a short and steep clamber up the terrace, and we were at Frew Hut to enjoy
long johns, dry socks and a cup of tea before the others arrived not long afterwards. Then
to the sandflies and tent pitching for me, dinner and pleasant yarns in the hut followed by a
comfortable night in the tent listening to the river down below.

We left  at  8.00  am next  day.  Markus and Chris  had a later  emergence and leisurely
breakfast because they could go faster than us. It was a sunny and faster walk back down
the way we came. I had to be stopped from going down the big boulders and a possible
dead end (?) because I failed to look up and see the large track marker taking us back into
the trees. Boulders need eyes down, but route finding requires eyes to be up, down and
sideways. Ooops, and unfortunately or fortunately, it was Alan who noticed! 
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Collier Gorge boulders begin

 Frew Hut

We crossed Rapid Creek and had lunch and coffee in the sun on some fabulously comfy
slabby  rocks  with  a  grand  view  of  the  surrounding  hills  and  round  the  bend  to  the
confluence of the Whitcombe and Hokitika Rivers. 

We got  back  to  the  cars  around  3.30,  then  to  the  Bealey  Tavern  for  dinner,  arriving
Christchurch around 8.00 pm. 
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While  I’m not  a  great  fan  of  gloomy valleys  and sandflies,  this  was  a  really  fun  trip.
Fantastic  scenery,  great  weather,  excellent  walking  conditions  and  a  lovely  bunch  of
people. Introductory tramps to the West Coast tramping are a great idea. While a lot of the
walking to Frew Hut was very easy, the tougher travel through the gorge with boulders and
some mild exposure was more challenging and might be intimidating for some new people
to tramping, so I would grade this as a Moderate trip at an easy pace. 

Many thanks to Alan for arranging and making it happen. 

Party  members  were  Alan  Ross  (Leader),  Andrea  Kofoet,  Brenda  O’Donoghue,  Chris
McGimpsey, Geoffrey Sugden, Lorraine Poole, Markus Milne, Tina Guan, Tomyu Hu and
Barney Stephenson (scribe). 

More about the CTC
CTC Overdue Trips: Members/family/partners or a nominated person concerned about a
trip being overdue should firstly discuss this with a Club Officer when they feel that the trip
is delayed. Club Officers know where to obtain copies of the Trip Lists containing the
names and addresses of the party members with their vehicle registration details etc. This
will greatly assist Police Search and Rescue. The Club Officer can then contact the Police
directly. Concerned people should keep trying different numbers until they actually contact
a Club Officer (do not leave messages).

We  recommend  you  start  with  the  Club  Captain,  then  the  Gear  Custodian,  then  the
Presidents, then the Trip Organisers, then people listed under Our Club Hut – if no contact
can  be  made  then  the  Police.  Refer  to  the  list  of  Club  Officers  below,  and  on
www.ctc.org.nz.  Members  (particularly  Trip  Leaders)  please discuss this  arrangement
with your loved ones so they are aware of this procedure. 

Club Officers

President: Chris McGimpsey 027 657 3070

Secretary: Monika Bratownik 021399750

Treasurer: Carol Horgan 027 212 7294

Club Captain: Bryce Williamson 021-0232-2310

New Members 
Rep:

Emma Rogers 022 491 6625

Day Trip 
Organiser:

Kelly Purdie 027 614 2255

Overnight Trip 
Organiser:

Barry Watson 021668895

Social 
Convenor:

John West 021 230 2536

Gear Custodian:
Barney 
Stephenson

027 358 3281

Editor: Peter Hinchey 0225948023

Hut Convenor: Steve Bruerton 322-6196

IT Convenor: Nick Edwards 0273656751

Access Officer: Ian Dunn 0212141907

Please have stuff for the next newsletter to the editor
(editor@ctc.org.nz) by 22 April 2021 – Thanks.

− 20 −

mailto:editor@ctc.org.nz
http://www.ctc.org.nz/

	Mt Bealey loop via Rough Creek
	Falling Mountain via Amber Col and Sudden Valley
	Crooked Spur Hut
	Introduction to West Coast tramping. Walk into Frew Hut on the Whitcombe River
	Club Officers


